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They tally n little with the Gauguin of the letters to his wife
and to de Monfrcid, hut they tally more with the Gauguin of
hearsay, the legendary heartless wife-forsaker, taunting and
sadistic towards his friends*
Paul Sfrusicr, whose evidence must be given precedence, has
recorded a different impression of Gauguin's altruisms and an
explanation of his alleged brutal behaviour.
"Gauguin was very tolerant; we olicn slept in the same room
and often I kept the candle lighted to read in bed, long after
Gauguin had decided to go to sleep; but he never made the
least sign of impatience, 1 must, however, admit that he took
great pleasure in frightening St^guin who was very timid by
nature; when Stfguin, for example, placed complementary
colours next each other, Gauguin, who disapproved of the pro-
cedure, calmly took out his revolver from his pocket, loaded
it and put it on the table . . . and Stfguin never put comple-
mentary colours together again."
It is often difficult for a poor man, unless he be a saint, to be
anything other than an egotist. The poorer or the hungrier he
becomes, so his thoughts inevitably centre themselves on his
own condition and he can think of nothing but the alleviation
of his worries and the defence against their recurrence once
his position may have become easier. Gauguin's "ferocious
egotism/' if that be a just description of his dibits to help
himself, was prompted by exactly this* It was dictated and
developed by the necessity for painting and, once he had made
the supreme first gesture by quitting Benin's, every other event
in his life was obliged to be dependent on the necessity that
had dictated this. But it did not suddenly deprive him of his
love for his family or of his natural and profound patience
with himself.
Gauguin and de Haan seem to have led a very regular life
while at Mademoiselle Henry's inn Le Pouldtu "They got up
very early in the morning and came down from their rooms
about seven* Having breakfasted on cafi-au~laitt bread, and
butter, they went out to work in the open country* They came